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This project enhances the education of Master’s level advanced practice students in the Adult 
Gerontology Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) program by further integrating interprofessional 
education (IPE) experiences with medicine, pharmacy and social work into the curriculum to 
provide integrated, comprehensive, evidenced-based care of persons with multiple chronic 
conditions (MCC), especially in underserved populations. CNSs, advanced practice nurses 
eligible for prescriptive authority, are uniquely suited to work with interprofessional teams 
managing patients with MCC since care of the complex patient is the basis of CNS practice. 
 
This project will achieve the following objectives: 1) prepare students in the Adult-Gerontology 
CNS program to provide care of individuals with MCC in culturally diverse populations using 
interprofessional teamwork; 2) strengthen IPE competencies in the Adult-Gerontology CNS 
program through joint clinical experiences and IPE opportunities with medicine, pharmacy and 
social work; 3) develop a web-based IPE competency training program using short videos to 
educate clinical preceptors, faculty, and students from all health professions; 4) expand 
partnerships with clinical agencies to access underserved populations with MCC and with other 
health professions to formalize and solidify mechanisms to sustain IPE; and 5) promote clinical 
research to improve the outcomes of persons with MCC. 
 
The strengths of the proposed project include: 1) administrative support for IPE; 2) 
implementation by a core group of interprofessional faculty who have previously collaborated on 
IPE projects; 3) targeting the CNS program which has traditionally met the needs of chronically 
ill, complex populations; and 4) being located on a research intensive campus, which leverages 
resources to held to help students from the different professions become better consumers of 
MCC research (use of evidence based practice is a competency across all health professions). A 
UT Austin IPE website, a centralized location for IPE opportunities and training videos 
developed for this project, will reduce communication barriers for busy health professions 
preceptors, faculty and students and facilitate project dissemination. Use of iPad minis to 
improve interprofessional communication and care for persons with MCC will also be piloted. 
 
This project will substantially help meet the needs of underserved populations since Central 
Texas has multiple challenges of a rapidly growing and aging population, health professional 
shortages, poverty, and health disparities. 
 
Funding Preference Factor Statutory Funding Preference for substantial benefit for underserved 
populations. 


